GENERAL ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

These general assessment criteria are applicable to all extended essays, irrespective of the subject in
which the extended essay is registered. However, each extended essay will be assessed against these
criteria in the context of the subject in which the extended essay is registered.

The criteria given in this guide will first be used in the 1999 examination sessions.

A

Achievement
level

0

Research question

The extent to which the focus of the essay is expressed and specified. This need not be in
the form of a question. An example of an alternative form is a hypothesis.

The research question is not stated in the early part of the essay or does not lend itself to
systematic investigation in the context of an extended essay.

The research question is stated in the early part of the essay but not in a precise manner
or the research question is clearly and precisely stated but is too broad in scope to be
treated effectively within the word limit.

The research question is clearly and precisely stated in the early part of the essay and is
sharply focused, making it susceptible to effective treatment within the word limit.

Levels will be awarded for the remaining criteria regardless of whether the research question is clearly
stated or implicit.

B

Achievement
level

0

Approach to the research question

The extent to which the essay appropriately addresses and develops the specific
research question, including the collection of any relevant information.

The approach used is completely inappropriate to the research question.
The approach used is generally inappropriate to the research question.
The approach used is generally appropriate to the research question.

The approach used is well chosen and highly appropriate to the research question.
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