IB History Generic Essay Planning Sheet – Exemplar of PEEing in a paragraph that can even be made to PEEL

How far would you agree with the assertion that Russia was becoming modernized before WWI? 

	
	
	Paragraph signpost ‘big’ point – first sentence - aka Point
	‘Little’ explanations – second, third, fourth etc. sentence of paragraph – aka Explanations.
	Factual support – examples used to support the explanations – aka Evidence. And the last piece of factual support will Link into the next paragraph.

	Yes arguments
	Paragraph 
	Firstly, Russia’s economic ‘backwardness’ is to some extent an historical myth.
	In fact Russia’s level of industrial production was relatively advanced.
	On most industrial indicators Russia ranked 4th or 5th in world. She produced more steel than France and was the second largest oil producer in world.

	
	
	
	In addition, before WWI Russia was enjoying an impressive industrial growth rate.
	In the period 1880-1914 Russia’s annual industrial growth was 3.5% compared to the USA 2.75% and the UK 1%. 

	
	
	
	Even agriculturally, Stolypin’s reforms were beginning to have an impact. 
	The Agricultural Reform Law of 1906 and a series of other reforms between 1906 and 1911 meant that peasants now enjoyed unprecedented freedom with 24% actually owning their own land by 1916. 

	
	
	
	Greater independence had also been encouraged by government financial help for peasants.  
	The Peasant’s Land Bank had made it possible for some of the poorest of Russians to own their own farms and in 1907 even redemption payments had ended. Therefore there was apparently little reason for social unrest in years preceding 1914. 

	
	Paragraph 
	Russian society 
	
	

	
	Paragraph 
	
	
	

	No arguments
	Paragraph
	
	
	

	
	Paragraph 
	
	
	

	
	Paragraph
	
	
	


