Looking closely at the Bayeux Tapestry

How was Harold Killed?

Interpretations

Study the following 5 sources, then answer the questions which follow.

Source 1 
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(The death of Harold shown in the Bayeux Tapestry)

Death of Harold shown in the Bayeux Tapestry

Source 2

‘Harold died when his brains were pierced with an arrow’

William of Malmesbury, a monk (1125)

Source 3

‘Harold was wounded by an arrow and then cut down by some Norman knights. This can clearly be seen in the Bayeux Tapestry’

Michael Wood ‘In Search of the Dark Ages’ (1981)

Source 4

‘The words explaining the death of king Harold clearly end with the falling man. Harold was cut to pieces by a Norman knight.’

Sir Frank Stenton, a modern Historian.

Source 5

Harold is shown being killed by an arrow in the eye in an exciting and bloodthirsty scene.

A description of a modern adventure film.

Questions

1. Who was William of Malmesbury and how does he think Harold was killed?

2. Which source agrees with William of Malmesbury about how Harold was killed?

3. Could William of Malmesbury be wrong about how Harold died? Explain your answer.

4. How was Harold killed according to Sir Frank Stenton?

5. Are sources 2,3,and 4 stating facts or just giving opinions?

6. How does Michael Wood think Harold was killed? Explain how he used the Bayeux Tapestry to make up his mind.

7. Look at the source below


Suppose the Bayeux Tapestry had been damaged by fire and only those parts shown above survived, how might this have affected opinions of Harold’s death?

8. Do you think source 5 is a reliable source about the death of Harold? Explain your answer.

9. Why do think it is very difficult for historians to agree about how Harold was killed?

