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Humanities Department Aviation Project 2006
100 Years of flight research topics

1890-1918

1890 - First flight by EOLE aircraft built by Clément Ader of Toulouse

1900 - Zeppelin airship makes its first flight

1903 - Orville and Wilbur Wright fly first successful self-propelled airplane

1909 - Louis Bleriot crosses English Channel in a monoplane

1910 - Aéronautique Militaire founded

1913 - Igor Sikorsky, Russian engineer, flies ‘Grand’, first four-engine airplane

1918 - The Red Baron, Manfred von Richthofen is killed in battle
______________________________________________________________________________________

1918-1939

1927 - Creation of Aeropostale associated with aviation pioneers such as Mermoz and Saint-Exupéry

1927 - Charles Lindbergh makes first solo, non-stop transatlantic flight

1930 - Amy Johnson becomes first women to fly solo from England to Australia 

1932 - Amelia Earhart becomes first women to fly solo across the Atlantic 

1935 - Robert Watson-Watt demonstrates radar

1937 - Zeppelin Hindenburg crashes

1937 - Guernica in Spain becomes the first town to be deliberately targeted for aerial bombing

1938 - Howard Hughes completes trip around the world in a new record 3 days, 19 hours and 17 minutes.
______________________________________________________________________________________

1939-1970

1940 - Battle of Britain - Hurricane and Spitfire 

1941 - Frank Whittle's jet-propelled Gloster E28 takes its first flight

1944 - Famous French aviator, Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, is shot down over North Africa

1945 - Atomic bombs dropped on the Japanese cities of Nagasaki and Hiroshima

1947 - Chuck Yeager flies faster than the speed of sound - supersonic

1949 - First flight of Armagnac

1949 - The de Havilland Comet makes its first test flight as world's first commercial jetliner.

1958 - Boeing's first jetliner, the 707, makes its first flight travelling from New York to Paris 

1959 - Sud Aviation, delivers the Caravelle to Air France.

1960 - A DC-8 and Super Constellation collide in the skies over Brooklyn, New York killing 138

1965 - Italian designer Emilio Pucci unveils his Gemini 4 clothing line for Braniff flight attendants

1969 - First flight of Concorde
______________________________________________________________________________________

1970-2006

1970 - Creation of Airbus Company

1971 - Boeing 747 makes its first commercial flight from New York to London

1974 - Air France begins commercial airlines service with the Airbus A300

1978 - Congress approves the Airline Deregulation Act

1984 - Launch of A320 programme

1999 - Creation of EADS

2000 - Concorde crashes shortly after takeoff from Paris’ Charles de Gaulle Airport killing all 109 aboard.

2001 – 9/11 terrorists seize control of four commercial airliners and carry out unprecedented attacks

2005 - First flight of A380

